November 7, 2001

and the rule of law as well as the rights of
workers.

| strongly commend the Mayor and City
Council of Richmond and the Contra Costa
County Building and Construction Trades
Council and its president, Greg Feere, all of
whom | am proud to represent in Congress, as
well as the Building and Construction Trades
Department of the AFL-CIO, for their role in
standing up for the rights and well being of
workers.

————

PROCLAMATION FOR DAVID
ANTHONY FUCALORO

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 7, 2001

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that | rise today to recognize one of New
York's outstanding young men, David
Fucaloro. The Boy Scouts of his troop will
honor him as they recognize his achievements
by giving him the Eagle Scout honor on Fri-
day, December 7th 2001.

Since the beginning of this century, the Boy
Scouts of America have provided thousands of
boys and young men each year with the op-
portunity to make friends, explore new ideas,
and develop leadership skills while learning
self-reliance and teamwork.

This award is presented only to those who
posses the qualities that make our nation
great: commitment to excellence, hard work,
and genuine love of community service. Be-
coming an Eagle Scout is an extraordinary
award with which only the finest Boy Scouts
are honored. To earn the award—the highest
advancement rank in Scouting—a Boy Scout
must demonstrate proficiency in the rigorous
areas of leadership, service, and outdoor
skills.

| ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the recipients of these awards, as their
activities are indeed worthy of praise. Their
leadership benefits our community and they
serve as role models for their peers.

Also, we must not forget the unsung heroes,
who continue to devote a large part of their
lives to make all this possible. Therefore, | sa-
lute the families, scout leaders, and countless
others who have given generously of their
time and energy in support of scouting.

It is with great pride that | recognize the
achievements of Mr. Fucaloro, and bring the
attention of Congress to this successful young
man on his day of recognition. Congratulations
to Edward and his family.

————

EXPRESSING APPRECIATION TO
THE COUNTRY OF TURKEY

HON. ALBERT RUSSELL WYNN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 7, 2001

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to introduce
a resolution to express my appreciation for
Turkey’s offer to provide special forces in sup-
port of Operation Enduring Freedom—the war
against terrorism.

As a member nation of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization located closest to Afghan-
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istan, Turkey is the first Muslim country to
offer direct military participation in Operation
Enduring Freedom. Turkey's offer is further
proof that our coalition against terror is not a
war against Islam, but a war against evil.

Mr. Speaker, during this critical time of inter-
national cooperation, it is encouraging to see
Turkey, a key Muslim ally, offer to join forces
with our forces to combat a heinous world
evil—terrorism. | welcome this offer and urge
the passage of this resolution.

———

FRANCE’S LAW AFFECTS
FREEDOM OF WORSHIP

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 7, 2001

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
today | take this opportunity to salute France’s
historic leadership in the defense of human
rights. After the events of September 11th, as
freedom-loving people wrestle with the
scourge of terrorism, they will look to countries
like France to see whether the torch of human
rights is being held high. Therefore, mindful of
France’s historic work and current commit-
ments to defend human rights, it was with re-
morse and surprise that | observed this sum-
mer the National Assembly’s approval of the
law for the “Prevention and Repression of
Cultic Movements.”

As participating States of the Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE), France and the United States share
the commitment and responsibility to observe
and uphold religious freedom, including the
right of the individual to profess and practice
religion or belief. Through my work as Co-
Chairman of the U.S. Helsinki Commission, |
am alarmed by recent developments in Eu-
rope that impinge on this fundamental free-
dom. Recently, it would appear that certain
OSCE friends and allies have forgotten that
religious movements can play a positive role
in society, providing impetus for important so-
cial change. For instance, the role of the
Catholic Church in Poland during the cold war
or the activism of some churches and religious
leaders in the Southern United States during
the Civil Rights Movement offered vital moral
and ethical guidance and support.

Mr. Speaker, particularly in Western Europe,
we have observed an increase in laws cali-
brated specifically to target religious groups.
The United States shares with Western Eu-
rope core values regarding human dignity and
rights, and we gratefully acknowledge Western
Europe’s traditional openness toward religious
minorities. However, the development of “anti-
cult ” laws threatens this tradition.

At the same time, | understand and appre-
ciate the dangers of criminal activity operating
under the guise of religion. However, | strongly
believe that any religious movement violating
the rule of law should be prosecuted using
mainstream law enforcement tools, as op-
posed to special laws or extra-judicial inves-
tigations not in harmony with the core values
enshrined in the OSCE's Helsinki Final Act
and other international documents regarding
human dignity and rights. In sum, | am con-
cerned about vaguely crafted government reg-
ulations against religious organizations and
adherents that serve to foster intolerance
against individuals because of their beliefs.
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In France, such a law entered into effect
this summer.

Provisions of the law, Mr. Speaker, provide
governmental entities and private citizens the
ability to apply civil and criminal sanctions
against any so-called “cult” or its de facto
leader. Other extensive powers include the re-
moval of basic civic freedoms if an individual
is found guilty of using “techniques likely to
alter judgment.” Despite the law’s obvious
bent against minority faiths, its broad powers,
combined with the vague wording, could per-
mit arbitrary application and abuse.

Overall, | find the creation of such a law, es-
pecially in a mature democracy like France,
alarming and incongruent with the nation’s
long history of supporting human rights. | had
the opportunity this past summer to meet with
the President of the National Assembly, Mr.
Raymond Forni, as well as one of the key au-
thor's of the bill, Mme. Catherine Picard, and
shared with them these concerns. Considering
France’s position as a world leader, this do-
mestic action will cause repercussions else-
where, such as in emerging democracies
which will have and look to French leadership
on these matters.

Often, the U.S. Government and Congress
are criticized for “meddling” in the internal af-
fairs of another sovereign nation. | feel certain
detractors in France will level the same argu-
ment. However, the OSCE Moscow Con-
cluding Document (1991) speaks directly to
this issue, declaring “The participating State
emphasize that issues relating to human
rights, fundamental freedoms, democracy and
the rule of law are of international concern, as
respect for these rights and freedoms con-
stitutes one of the foundations of international
order. They categorically and irrevocably de-
clare that the commitments undertaken in the
field of the human dimension * * * are mat-
ters of direct and legitimate concern to all par-
ticipating States and do not belong exclusively
to the internal affairs of the State concerned.”
[emphasis added]

Mr. Speaker, religious believers in France
have already offered concerns about the ef-
fects of the new French law on their right to
profess and practice their faith in their own
country. Statutes of this nature, which target
individuals with unpopular belief systems, are
antithetical to democracies in the twenty first
century. Accordingly, | join them in urging
French authorities to fully respect France's
commitments as an OSCE participating State
when implementing the new law.

AFGHAN WOMEN’S RESOLUTION

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 7, 2001

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to introduce a resolution commending the
work of organizations led by Afghan women
that are providing substantial education, health
and relief services during a time of humani-
tarian crisis in Afghanistan. This resolution
also urges the President to ensure that any
new government established in Afghanistan in-
clude women as full and active participants.

Since 1996, when the Taliban regime took
over, the women of Afghanistan have lived in
absolute fear. To be a woman in Afghanistan
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